
Mashkiziibii Natural Resources Department 
Chequamegon Point Piping Plover Monitoring 

2019 Season Report 
Prepared by Royce Galindo and Katie Drozd 

  
This year plover monitors conducted daily surveys, weather permitting, between 5/24 and 7/30. 
Three plover nests were confirmed, two were abandoned, and four chicks hatched from the 
remaining nest. On 7/15, four chicks were banded on Chequamegon Point, two on Outer Island, 
and three on Stockton Island. Three plover chicks successfully fledged from Chequamegon Point. 
 
While reading nest descriptions, consult the glossary and maps at the end of the summary. 

 

Nest 1  
Lat/Long: N 46.70599°, W 090. 75761° 
Female: X,-:O,Y 
Male: X,-:O,- (last seen 7/15)  
Found: 6/1 (with 2 eggs) 
Exclosure Installed: 6/5 
Total Eggs Laid: 4 
Start of Incubation: 6/5 
Chicks Hatched: 4 
Chicks Fledged: 3 on 7/27 
Hatch Dates: 7/1 and 7/3 
Banding Date: 7/15 
Chick Band Combinations: 
 •  X,-:OR,G321 

 •  X,-:OG,G322 

 •  X,-:OB,G323 

 • X,-:OY,G320 (Last seen 7/15) 

This pair of plovers was the first observed 
on the nesting beach this year (seen 
5/25). These same birds nested in this 
territory in 2018; notably, last year their 
nest was located in the center of the 
beach between the foredune and the 
wash zone—a mere 35 feet from the 
water— and their nest was washed away 
by wave action twice. This year, the nest 
was 172 feet away from the wash zone.  
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The male pair member disappeared between the evening of 7/15 and the morning of 7/16, along 
with one of the newly-banded chicks (this chick was also the smallest of the brood at just 12 
grams). No evidence of predation was observed, but it is not common that a male would abandon 
a sizeable brood in which he was invested several weeks before they would fledge. Typically, the 
female plover is first to leave her chicks and partner to begin her journey south, and male plovers 
stay later into the season to watch over the chicks. This female pair member remained with the 
three chicks until the final day of observation.  
 

Visitation 

Visitors and their boats most often settled on the stretch of beach far to the north of this 
site, but they would also pop up to the south of the territory by crossing through the dunes 
from the bayside beach. Visitors rarely crossed in front of the nest site, and only two dogs 
were encountered near or passing through the territory (one of them was off leash).  
 

Site Description 

This nest was tucked far back into the dunes among dense vegetation. No cobbles or 
driftwood were in or near the nest cup. Large driftwood logs were sparsely scattered about 
the territory, and the percentage of cobble was low to nil. The wrackline was thick with 
debris in some spots, but the beach appeared largely navigable by the chicks. Later in the 
season, close to fledging, the chicks moved far to the south of their typical range, where the 
driftwood was considerably denser. 

 

 
Figure 1. A trail cam image of nest 1 and exclosure shows the density of the dune grass surrounding the nest and its 
distance from the water.  
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